
OUT OF THE BLUE
2025 AFRIKABURN 
EVENT SURVEY

Mutant: Dust Piranha
Photo: Reza Assar



AFRIKABURN 2025, THE NUMBERS
● 10 728 Event Participants
● 1372 Survey Respondents
● 174(ish) Mutant Vehicles
● 109 Theme Camps
● 61 Artworks
● 49 Support Camps
● 18 Burns
● 17 Performances
● 11 Roving Artworks
● 8 Binnekring Events



Art: Scratch by Nathan Honey
Photo: Richard Ahlstrom



Nathan Honey inside Scratch
Photo: Richard Ahlstrom



I don’t have time for this. Give me the juicy stuff:
● It was another really positive experience from the majority of feedback 

forms of those who actually participated.
● We can tangibly measure how many people we have inspired to create 

something new … and it’s a lot.
● Overall volunteer numbers are going down, while the number of 

volunteer hours gifted are going up ... Fewer participants did more in 
Tankwa Town.

● Burners contribute a huge amount of money (±150M ZAR) to the South 
African economy. (Not to AfrikaBurn!)

● As an organisation, AfrikaBurn is doing really well in the eyes of those 
who participate - with 88% positive feedback

● There is always room for improvement!



Source: https://www.surveymonkey.com/mp/sample-size-calculator/

Can we trust our survey?

We had 1372 survey respondents. 
over double what we need to have 
99% confidence in the data.



Please select the years you have attended AfrikaBurn?

Pretty much the same as last 
year (39% VIRGINS)

44% of THE participants from 
2024 wanted to come again - a 
slight increase from 2023.



Are you a?

More south african 
respondents than any 
other group. local 
burners are the driving 
force of our community.

same as last year



The Actual TICKET data (2025)

More participants from 
Africa continent Than 

Ever before

107 total 
countries 
attended



Survey Gate Data (2025)

>6000 PEOPLE on site 
on Monday - 1000 more 
than 2024
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Slightly less people on 
site than 2024.

OUT OF THE BLUE
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ayAround 2000 on 

Saturday

Just over 10% had 
left on Saturday

Most people left on 
Sunday, closely 
followed by Monday



Art: Mirror Study 01 by Frieda Beaston and the Fossil Clan by the Fossil Clan crew
Photo: Mike Murray



What is your first language?

Identical to 
last year



What age group are you in?

No noticeable change since 
last year … we may feel we’re 
getting older, but burners 
are not!



What race/ethnicity best describes you?

Hope you brought your sunglasses!



Art: Imbadu, by Monwabisi Dasi and Byron Boshoff
Photo: Shaun Phillips



The price of a ticket to AfrikaBurn was ...

Nice! We worked very 
hard to keep ticket 
prices the same as 2024



Which is your preferred way to gather information about AfrikaBurn (the event)? (2025)

The clear winner, and up 
by 4% since last year.

Down by half, we 
need to talk …

We want to start up an 
‘official’ whatsapp 
broadcast group this year



What is your preferred communication channel in the Default World?

Social media is dead, 
long live social 
messaging!



Art: Unknown
Photo: Jonx Pillemer



Tell us about your ticket purchase experience?

Slightly more hassle 
than last year, yet 
91% of people 
managed just fine.

Pretty much the same



Art: Triple Bypass, photo: Jonx Pillemer

“AB helped me find my inner joy and lightness again.  THANK YOU!  THANK YOU!!! THANK YOUUUUUUU!!!  One of 
my best, favourite Burns ever.” - Anon



2025
609,64 km 

540,51 km 

186,33 km 

10 287,63 km 

4587,19 km 

 

2024

Travel to AfrikaBurn ( average km travelled per 
individual burner, per method of transport )

Car

Bus

Plane to a neighbouring farm

Plane to South Africa

Plane within South Africa

779,59 km

537,28 km

884,11 km

11 618,32 km

2291,80 km

33 854 644 KM Total travelled by participants

Photo: Reza Assar



Money spent en-route (total):

R57 978 745 (2022)
R84 731 650 (2023)

Art: 2025 Clan and Scratch
Photo: Jonx Pillemer

R100 611 065 (2024)
R149,662,019 (2025)

A 46% increase 
since last year. 
Highest yet!



BREAKDOWN OF SPEND IN SOUTH AFRICA

Cape town - R95 million



Art: Phoenix 2025 by Wildy and Josh
Photo: Benoit Darude



Did you contribute toward the community in Tankwa Town?*

* we slightly changed the way we asked for this metric, so the results are slightly different - take it with a pinch of salt.

Partici-pants or 
passive-pants?



Did you volunteer?

A decrease of 2%, which is not too 
bad, but this statistic has been in 

Steady decline since 2022

Nice to see this data correlate with the previous slide



Performance: Underdog, Photo: Reza Assar

“Tankwa Town is a home to me & my favourite place in the world. AB transformed life for me from dull, husky and barely extant, to interesting, 
vibrant & joyous. The principles are shared in our community collectively for a week or 2, but, the impact of sharing with these with wonderful 
people fills my heart for the rest of the year. The world seems bigger & brighter to me since my first burn. I'm so much better a person for this 
experience and that means the world around me is better too. A big thank you to the Org & our whole community!” - Anon



My experience of volunteering left me feeling:

Good increases across most 
experiences (except empowerment and 
used!) … The volunteers experience is 

getting better each year.



Where did you really  Volunteer?

All figures 
as self 

reported by 
portfolios

Fewer 
volunteers 
doing more 

hours across a 
number of 
portfolios

Most 
volunteers 

with Die hek, 
greeters & 

rangers



Photo: Kim van Zyl

524 days of volunteer hours were gifted in the week of AfrikaBurn 2025
(Up from 445 in 2024)



We ran a little experiment with water points in 
Tankwa Town this year, what do you think of this?

Those that found them, 
thought they were great



image: Nick Compton

“My biggest lesson taken from my 2nd burn: I'll be volunteering next time. In it to win it!! I can do this despite my 
shyness. I CAN. I can Ranger, Ranger. I can be that welcoming Burner at the Gate!! I can help Burners find their way 
home in the dark. I cannot wait!!” - Anon



WE ASKED last year: 
Do you think Tankwa Town should be generator free by 2026?



2025 was the first year that the AfrikaBurn event services were run off 
solar power. Now, do you think Tankwa Town should be generator free?

‘Yes’ increased by 24% - this 
is a huge shift in opinion.
‘Unsure’ stayed the same.



As before, AfrikaBurn tried to encourage more families, children and 
pensioners to attend. Having experienced Out Of The Blue, do you agree with this?

Great that people are 
noticing … tell your young 

and old friends!



Did you receive a WTF? booklet this year?
Down by a whopping 13% 
since 2024. More people 
than ever got a WTF!



Photo: Richard Ahlstrom



Did you experience or interact with any of the following this year, and what were your overall impressions?

Overwhelmingly ‘amazing’ 
results across most 

creative projects
Go DMV! Where are our 

thespian burners?



If you interacted with any of the following, please rate your experience:

The Bulk of 
portfolios are 

amazing and 
pretty good



Performance: Baba Yaya, image: Jacques Grobler

"Thank you, from the bottom of my heart. I have learnt what love means, what togetherness looks like, how love has 
the power to change, unite. I am forever grateful in a way words cannot capture.” - Anon



Did you use any of the following service providers?

Great that the 
bulk of people 
did not need to 
interact with 

these services.

When you did, the 
experience was 

positive.



Photo: Tal Chowney



How were the noise levels for you?
Up from 19% … do we 
need to adjust our 
SOUND policy?



Did you lose any of your property this year?

A Lot less bike thievery 
(probably because of all the 
sand!) but still a few 
reported items missing.



Art: Bee Cool Build by Megan Cleary and team. Photo: Shaun Phillips

“Semplicemente magico. Grazie. Un regalo per tutta la vita.” - Anon



Have you noticed the impact of AfrikaBurn’s 
mechanisms to foster diversity and inclusion?

Nice 
Increases



Are you aware that there are Eleven Principles that 
underpin the AfrikaBurn event and movement?

10%
Skipped



Art: Time To by Elparo, Photo: Richard Ahlstrom

“Words cannot describe how incredible this event is. So many people have a preconceived idea of what AfrikaBurn 
is but once you know, you know. There is something special in the air that doesn't exist in the ‘real world’. To spend 
days in the middle of nowhere, connecting with friends and meeting new people and taking in the sights, colours and 
smells. No judgement, no limits. It’s special and I cannot wait for next year!!” - Anon



Which of the principles do you try to practice when 
you're not at AfrikaBurn?

Highest

Lowest



Has time at AfrikaBurn living in the desert impacted your 
ability to Leave No Trace back in the default world?

It’s a freaking 
peace sign!

80% = YES!



Art: Red by Nathan Honey Photo: Richard Ahlstrom



Are you aware that a portion of your ticket cost goes to 
social initiatives in the wider Tankwa community?

Similar stats to last year



Has your participation at AfrikaBurn inspired you to do more, 
create more, or participate more with AfrikaBurn?

Looking 
forward to 
seeing the 

results of this 
inspiration!



How do the following statements reflect your point of view?

More people want 
limited ticketing 

for the event than 
last year. 

Slightly lower 
than last year



How do the following statements reflect your point of view?

Great!



How do the following statements reflect your point of view?

We didn’t ask 
if it was a 
positive 
change!

Yes we ALL are.



Please let us know how much the following negative statements reflect your point of view:

13% Agree?  WAS 
CIVIC RESPONSIBILITY 

LACKING in 2025?

With all these stats, one is too many



How do you think AfrikaBurn is doing as a ...

Who wouldn’t want these as their test results?

90%

96%

88%

82%

79%



image: Marcel Wittstadt



There was around 10 000 people staying in Tankwa town this year. 
Was Tankwa Town big enough for you?

70% - seems we’re 
settling into 10 000 (ish)

Skipped



What three words would you use to describe yourself?
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OPEN FEEDBACK
● While all the datasets point to a very positive AfrikaBurn experience, we 

also asked you for more detailed feedback at the end of the survey. 

● This is the place for participants to say “I had a great time, but …”



OPEN FEEDBACK THEMES
“We Would like to see more large artwork in tankwa town”

● Did you know that the tree of stories was actually a bonus 
artwork? Originally intended to burn in 2020, but then 
covid. 2024 was a bumper edition!

● We’re actively encouraging artists to participate, the art 
grant funding pot is bigger than it’s ever been.

● Smaller artworks (in size, not effort!) like Benchmark, 
conduit II and palm to soul resonated strongly with our 
community.

● Is bigger actually better in the art world? 

Art: Tree of Stories  Photo: August Muller



OPEN FEEDBACK THEMES
“Where was the temple” … or “the temple was the 
best ever!”

● The temple had a different story to tell this year ... 
Afrikaburn is an experiment for everyone, and two 
temple art crews unfortunately dropped out due 
to unforeseen circumstances.

● Recently, we lost ‘h’ a former dpw lead and a 
massive part of our story and community.

● To honour helena, MEMBERS of Dpw stepped up and 
offered to help (as volunteers), and the rest is 
Afrikaburn folklore.

Art: 2025 Temple  Photo: Richard Ahlstrom



OPEN FEEDBACK THEMES
toilets

● What happened to all the 
sanitizer? We don’t know! We 
ordered so much more than 
previous years.

● The smell, The eye contact.

● Why can’t men sit down?

● Again, we see a 50/50 split on 
opinion, as many people love 
them as loathe them.



OPEN FEEDBACK THEMES
Lighting and wayfinding challenges

● Numbers on streets need improvement.

● BIG NUMBERED LIGHTS AND Maps on street 
poles.

● Artworks placed  outside of the binnekring 
helped people get their bearings.

● Some people enjoyed getting lost and 
making new friends and discoveries.

● We will work on this for 2026

Photo: Jonx Pillemer



OPEN FEEDBACK THEMES
PLease make sure it does not become like burning man!

● Tourism vs participation. A fair amount of commentary on 
‘weekend warriors’ (although the GATE data does not 
support this concept). Are we the weekend warriors?

● Some anecdotal commentary about african vs foreign 
participants, with contrasting opinions as to whether 
foreigners need to be limited. Some commentary on lack 
of ‘african’ participation.

● Lots of feedback on amount of noise - most saying its too 
much and not enough variety. Are we a music festival?

Photo: Jamie Massau



Thanks
● All the AfrikaBurn 2025 participants who joined us out of the blue.

● Everyone who took the time to fill in the survey.

● The Tim Doyle for his number crunching abilities. 

● All the photographers who shared the images we’ve used in this document (and 
the artists and creatives who made the awesome things to photograph).

● The entire operations team for creating the best AfrikaBurn ever (so far). 

● The members and directors of AfrikaBurn for their continued support.

● Witzenberg Municipality, South african police service

● SAND MANDALA FOUNDATION

● Mapula Trust



Photo: Pieter Hartzer

See you next year …



But, before AfrikaBurn 2026 …

29th November


