


AfrikaBurn 2023, the Numbers
● 9700 Participants

● 1008 Survey respondents

● 98 Mutant Vehicles

● 74 Theme Camps

● 70 Survey questions

● 56 Artworks

● 22 Performances

● 21 Burns

● 1 Trip into SPACE
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Source: https://www.surveymonkey.com/mp/sample-size-calculator/

1008 is way more than we 
need to trust this dataset

Higher than last 
year (95%)

Can we trust the survey?



Would you bet your next AfrikaBurn on it?

● The more data and information we have, the better decisions we 
can all make about AfrikaBurn 2024.

● We’re not rocket scientists, we’re artists and creatives. You’re not 
going to get 20% more 1 ply toilet paper based on the results of 
this survey.

● If you really want to change things for 2024, volunteer, register 
your art projects and theme camps, make what you want to see 
and apply to become a part of the organisation.

● Next year will always be the best year.
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Please select the years you have attended AfrikaBurn?

First time Virgins at 37% 
this year (up from 20%)



Are you a? More south african respondents than 
any other group (68%). Ticket data 
suggest 63% SA participants … close!



The Actual gate data

More people on site on 
monday than ever before

Monday Friday Monday



The Actual gate data

Most left on Monday

Monday Friday Monday



The Actual TICKET data

Nobody from antarctica 
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Is English your first language?

Ever so Slightly 
lower than last 
year (62%)



What age group are you in?

Much More balanced 
split of ages than 
last year

The community is 
getting younger



What’s your gender identity?

A Fairly even split
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Work status? Slightly more employed participants this 
year than last … hopefully all recovering 
financially post covid.



What AfrikaBurn channels do you use?

Jislaaik! First time we 
tried these mails.

Our community event 
guide … created by you!



Tell us about your ticket purchase experience?

Much better 
than last year, 
but still shit

Great. For most 
people it was easy 
enough to get tickets.



Tell us a bit more?

The best way to get tickets is to 
create or join a creative project



If you got scammed, please tell us your story so we 
can try to stop it happening in the future:

We also helped 
a lot of people 
get their money 

back by 
reporting 

cases of fraud. 



Viagogo already has tickets available 
for the 2024 event. It’s madness.     
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Did you attend a Volunteer day, Burner Bar or Town Hall meeting?

Something we’d like to change, but also 
linked to proximity to cape town. We need 

to encourage more of these starting up 
outside of the western cape



Travel to AfrikaBurn ( average km travelled per 
individual burner, per method of transport )

Car

Bus

Bakkie

Overlander

Plane to a neighbouring farm

Plane to South Africa

Plane within South Africa

Spaceship

Bicycle

Hitchhiking

573,14 km

1125,08 km

803,96 km

575,18 km

135 km

9790,50 km

1552,48 km

> 9 nonillion² km

57,82 km

45 km

Excluded!

Over 150 km 
less per 
person! 

But …

36 978 850 KM
Total travelled by 
participants
(that’s nearly 5 times more than last year)
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Dreams
Mind tripping
Quantum string
Teleportation
Thoughts 
UFOs

People also travelled using….



Money spent en-route (total):

R57 978 745 (2022)
R84 731 650 (2023)
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Ceres: R4.3 million

Touwsriver: R1.2 million

Beaufort West: R600K

Calvinia: R2.1 million

Cape Town: R32.6 million

Colesberg: R800K

WORCESTER: R1.1 million



Rate your experience on the roads

Slightly better than 
last year. Still not as 

bad as we thought!
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Did you contribute toward the community in Tankwa Town?

A drop from last 
year (78%)

No
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Did you volunteer?

Woah! Much lower than last 
year - it was almost 50/50 

YES/NO in 2022



My experience of volunteering left me feeling:

Great. And slightly higher than last 
year. So why on earth did fewer 

participants volunteer this year?



Tell us more:
This is what it’s 

all about. Expanding 
your horizons 

and trying 
something new.
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Were you part of a camp or collective that offered 
provisions or support in exchange for a camp fee?

Identical to last year



How much did it cost to join the camp?

R500 to R1000 was the 
largest category last year 

(19%)

Running a theme camp is not cheap 
or easy. We really appreciate all 

the effort and investment made by 
our community



What did you get for your money?

Plug and 
Play?
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Talk to us about Plug and Play

We’re going to chat to 
everyone about this. 

Luxury does not mean plug 
and play … paying people to 

wash your dishes on the 
other hand …



The sad truth about Plug and Play

Preventing plug and 
play is not just about 
money, it's about the 

impact on participants 
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What (if anything) did you do to lower your environmental impact?

NOT BAD, but could 
we all do better?



Do you think Tankwa Town should be generator free by 2025?

Something to work towards, but 
needs to be discussed further 

before making a decision



Did you bring kids to the burn? fewer children in 2023 
compared to 2022 (8%) 

or even 2019 (11%) 
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Did you participate in a project?

Theme camps ARE 
the most popular 
way to take part



Did you read the WTF? booklet this year?

We’ll budget to 
print a few more 

next year



what specific information do you feel it was missing?

It’s tricky … the map 
layout was only finalised 
the week before the event 
and the booklets take ±3 

weeks to print. Artworks, 
mutants and plans change 
in tankwa town on a daily 

basis.

No.
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What were your overall impressions?

Everything was 
fokken amazing

up 20% from 44% 
last year

Huge 
improvement 
up from 63% 

and 61%



If you interacted with any of the following, please rate your experience:

Love your work!
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                   is not a Theme Camp -  
it’s one of the organisation’s 
volunteer services at the 
Off-Centre Camp that makes 
visible our commitment to 
transformation and our structural 
efforts towards Radical Inclusion.

It was co-designed by some long standing 
Burners of colour who access the event 
through the Anathi programme (radically 
discounted tickets and access grants), with 
support from the Org team. 

Together, they reimagined the OCC stage, as 
a platform for diverse and original African 
expression and a home of inclusivity for an 
evolving collective each year. The support 
camp also acts as an incubator for Anathi 
ticket holders, who are, in the main, 
performing artists.

 



increase from 
last year

Repeatedly 
voted the best 
experience at 

afrikaburn



Not just 
terrible music
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What did you think of the music in Tankwa Town?

… we don’t book any 
artists or DJ’S …



How were the noise levels?

6% lower than 2023 - 
a good improvement

Great for most 
participants
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Tell us more about noise levels:
We will have to 
accept that we 

can’t please 
everyone. 

But we need to also 
remember that we 

are not a music 
festival



Did you use any of the following service providers?

All these percentages are almost 
identical to last year
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Have you noticed the impact of AfrikaBurn’s 
mechanisms to foster diversity and inclusion?

Good to see

Bit of a drop from last 
year. Not sure why?



In the Default World are you able to apply and 
implement the Eleven principles?

Nice. our community has impact 
beyond a week in the desert



Are you aware that a portion of your ticket cost goes to social 
initiatives in the wider Tankwa community?

Slight drop from 2022



How do the following statements reflect your point of view?

A 10% drop from 2022 
- is this worrying?

A 12% drop 
- Do we have more spectators?
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How do the following statements reflect your point of view?

Great!Great.



How do the following statements reflect your point of view?

Let’s make 
afrikaburn 
hard again?

Damn right.

DOWN FROM 34% 
in 2022
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Was Tankwa Town big enough for you?

Maybe a few more people, 
but not 20 000!
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Similar time, same place: 29 April to 5 may 2024
Tickets on sale in SEPTEMBER(ish) 
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Thanks
● All the AfrikaBurn 2023 participants who joined us in the SPACE of 

Quaggafontein

● Everyone who took the time to fill in the survey.

● The Tim Doyle for his number crunching abilities 
(but not for filling in the survey).

● All the photographers who shared their great images we’ve used in 
this document.

● The entire operations team for building the best AfrikaBurn ever (so far). 

● Department of Sport, Arts and Culture

● Mapula Trust

● Sand Mandala Foundation

● Western Cape Government 





One more thing …



Streetopia is coming back!
25 November 2023

Observatory, Cape Town


